
  
Minutes of the meeting held on 

11th March 2020 

 
I. Present/apologies for absence: 

• Present: Ken Smith (Chair), Sue Wallace (Treasurer), Angela May (Secretary), Meg 

Duckworth (Planning/Licensing), Michele Bennett, Hendy Spence 

• Councillor Graham Lambie 

• P.C. Gary Martin 

• Pam Campbell (Community Link Officer) 

• 9 members of the public 

• Apologies: Karen Milliken  

 

II. Declaration of interest in any items of business 

 None 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of last meeting: 

Approved. 

 

IV. Stirling Councillor’s Report 

• Councillor Lambie’s report is attached. 

• Michele asked Councillor Lambie if he could speak to Bruce Crawford and Alyn Smith to 

see if they could help the family who have their access restricted by the gates that have 

been erected on the Castle Drive. 

• Meg confirmed that the mobile Bank of Scotland would not be coming to Fintry. It will go 

to Balfron and Killearn only. 

• With regard to flooding issues, concern was also raised about the flooding of the Cloch 

Burn onto the B818 between Fintry and Killearn. 

• Councillor Lambie asked the Community Council for a list of any work that needed doing 

on roads, footpaths, etc. The potholes on the B818 (Crow Road) were mentioned. 

• A question was raised as to the use of large stones on the verges and their potential to 

cause damage to vehicles. Councillor Lambie agreed that this may not be the best 

solution to prevent further damage to the verges but did not know what a better solution 

could be. Smaller stones along the Crow Road just washed into the road after heavy 

rainfall. 

 

V. Police Report 

• It has been a quiet month in the village which is obviously good news for Police and 

residents. Police have however dealt with incidents ranging from floods on roadways to 

dangerous driving, from stolen number plates to hit and run road accidents. 

• ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR: There have been no reports of any anti-social behaviour in 

the village since the last report. 

• ROAD SAFETY: Obviously with the heavy rain in recent weeks, driving conditions have 

been exceptionally hazardous. There were numerous reports of large floods on almost all 

of the roads on the outskirts of the village and some in the village itself. There was a ‘Hit 

and run’ road accident in the Main Street. A vehicle was turning and collided with and 

damaged a large wooden barrel, also causing damage to their vehicle.  Enquiries are 



ongoing. Myself and Steven have been out with the ‘Speed Gun’ on the outskirts of the 

village in the 40mph zone as previously discussed at the last meeting. There were no 

major issues, one driver was warned re travelling at 45mph. Obviously if drivers see us 

there and are aware that we might be there at various times throughout the coming 

months this may go some way into solving the issue regarding speeding on this stretch 

of roadway. I think the 20mph signs coming into the village especially from the Balfron 

side should definitely be more prominent/visible and I will be contacting the Roads 

Department in relation to this to verify what can be done to remedy this issue. 

• THEFT: There has been no Theft by Housebreaking incidents since the last meeting 

which is of course good news for Police and residents alike. There was however the theft 

of a front number plate from a farm on the outskirts of the village. There have however 

been a number of thefts from shops in the surrounding villages. The incidents involved 4 

males entering the relevant village stores and carrying out a debit card scam/fraud. 

They have managed to leave the stores with hundreds of pounds worth of goods. 

Enquiries are still ongoing in relation to these incidents. Look out for your neighbours!! 

On many occasions housebreakers are immediately apprehended due to a neighbour 

acting quickly in relation to something they may have witnessed from their address. 

There is no issue if anyone contacts Police and it turns out to be a false alarm. Also, if 

you do see a crime being committed, contact us on 999; it is quicker than the 101. All 

incidents in relation to suspicious persons or vehicles are welcomed and Police will 

attend to all these incidents immediately. We urge people to remain vigilant and report 

anything suspicious. 

• SHUT OUT SCAMMERS: Doorstep Crime affects some of the most vulnerable within our 

communities. It manifests in many forms including online and telephone scams, 

exploitation by persons known to the victim and the fraudulent activities of unscrupulous 

persons purporting to be bona fide tradespeople. There is a campaign started called 

“Shut Out Scammers” which is raising awareness of offenders who cold-call people at 

their homes and scam them out of money. Doorstep criminals may offer to carry out 

work at a reduced rate, asking you to hand over cash straight away and often in 

advance of any repairs being carried out.  We have visited local businesses handing out 

leaflets and posters to highlight this issue. There is no specific look to a bogus caller or 

rogue trader. If you have any concerns at all, do not allow an individual entry to your 

home, or provide them with any form of payment and do not hesitate to phone the 

police immediately. Always ask for ID and only let callers in if they have an appointment 

and you know that they are genuine. If you would like to receive any of our advice and 

guidance on preventing crime then you can visit your local police station, call 101 or visit 

our dedicated webpage at https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/personal-

safety/Shut-Out-Scammers. 

• PUBLIC CONSULTATION: Police Scotland is asking the public for their views on how to 

serve our communities in the future. This is on the Police Scotland website and the link 

to the survey is found below: 

https://consult.scotland.police.uk/consultation/policingforscotland/ 

• SHEEP WORRYING: In a neighbouring village a sheep suffered bite marks to its rear 

legs. This was possibly caused by a dog out of control in a field which contained a large 

number of sheep. No one has yet been identified as being responsible. It is an offence to 

allow a dog to worry sheep. Worrying includes attacking or chasing sheep and, in some 

circumstances, farmers are legally entitled to shoot dogs if they are endangering their 

sheep. Find out more below in the ‘Staying legal’ sections below. It is vital that you keep 

your dog on the lead around livestock, even if you can usually trust it to come to call. If 

you live in or near a farming area, you must make sure that your dog cannot escape 

from your property, as it may find its way onto land containing sheep. If a dog worries 

sheep on agricultural land, the person in charge of the dog is guilty of an offence. The 

Act considers sheep worrying to include attacking sheep, chasing them in a way that 

may cause injury suffering, abortion or loss of produce or being at large (not on a lead 

or otherwise under close control) in a field or enclosure in which there are sheep. 



• THE SCOTTISH OUTDOOR ACCESS CODE: The Scottish Outdoor Access Code (SOAC) 

offers guidance for people enjoying the countryside with their dogs and says: “In 

exercising access rights, you must keep your dog(s) under proper control. You must also 

ensure that your dog does not worry livestock.” The Scottish Outdoor Access Code says 

‘proper control’ means different things in different situations, but when around sheep 

you should:-  

o Not take your dog into a field where there are lambs. Go into a 

neighbouring field or onto adjacent land. In open country, keep your dog 

on a short lead (2 metres or shorter) when there are lambs around and 

keep away from them. 

o Keep your dog on a short lead or under close control if you need to go into 

a field where there are sheep. The SOAC defines ‘under close control’ as 

close at heel and responsive to your commands. Stay distant from the 

sheep. 

o Keep your dog under close control in more open country where there are 

sheep and stay away from them. 

o The SOAC reminds dog owners that in some cases a farmer has the right 

to shoot a dog that is attacking their livestock. 

o If you are handling a group of dogs, make sure that they do not cause 

alarm to livestock. 

• COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND REASSURANCE: It is important to you to have 

community officers who you know, who are accessible and who address local problems. 

PC Steven Graham and PC Gary Martin are based at Balfron Police Office and can be 

contacted at the office, on 101, or at ForthEndrickCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk. It is 

recommended that this email address is used by the local community for email contact. 

Please remember that we regularly publish useful information and updates on social 

media, including appeals for information, updates about road closures and crime 

prevention advice. Our Facebook and Twitter pages can be found at: 

www.facebook.com/forthvalleypolicedivision  www.facebook.com/policescotland 

www.twitter.com/stirlingpol  www.twitter.com/policescotland 

• Michele confirmed that the faded 20 m.p.h. signs will be replaced and that speed 

surveys will be carried out in the next few weeks to determine how successful the speed 

signs have been in lowering speed limits. Other traffic calming measures may be 

introduced as well. Speed activation signs are already planned. 

 

VI. Treasurer’s Report 

• There had been six applications for micro-grants and two for macro-grants (see table 

below).  

 

  
 

• There is £4,500 in the resilience fund at the moment. 

• There is now an option to open a long term savings account at the Co-op bank but this 

would require six months’ notice for funds to be withdrawn. Consideration will be given 

as to whether this is a viable option. 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/policescotland
http://www.twitter.com/stirlingpol
http://www.twitter.com/policescotland


VII. Menzies Hall 

• Stirling Council currently takes responsibility for the maintenance and repair of the 

Menzies Hall. Responsibility will revert back to the community in just over six years’ 

time. There was concern over where the funding will come from. Some possibilities were 

raised including Kingsburn funds and help from the Fintry Development Trust. 

• Pam recommended that the current Hall Committee request a condition survey be 

carried out before the proposed handover so that any issues can be dealt with by Stirling 

Council. A breakdown of running costs has already been requested. 

• One resident wondered if it would be more cost efficient to demolish the current hall and 

build a new one. 

• Meg asked what would happen if the Hall Committee were unable to take on the 

financial burden of running and maintaining the hall? Would Stirling Council continue to 

provide funding? It was agreed that this question should be asked as well as asking the 

Hall Committee if this strategy had ever been tried before by Stirling Council. 

 

VIII. Core Paths 

• Quotes are being obtained for the cost of extending the path from the cemetery to the 

Castle Drive. This is already designated as a Core Path and the land is owned by 

Stirling Council. Once quotes have been obtained, funding will be sought. 

• The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) have been approached for help to do some clearing 

along the Lade walk – cutting back rhododendrons, removing fallen trees etc. to make 

the path wider and safer. 

 

IX. Planning 

• An application for a two-storey extension at 11, Menzies Avenue for Mr. Joe Norman. 

• An application for a new house, garage and home office in garden ground of school 

house, Fintry. (The school house, Fintry is Muirlands School at Earlsburn, Carron 

Valley). 

 

X. Roads 

• The B818 (Denny Road) will be closed from the 16-20th March between 0800 and 1600 

hours to facilitate resurfacing works at Carron Bridge. 

• The B818 (Crow Road) will be closed from the 19th-31st March between 0900 and 1600 

hours to facilitate culvert replacement works near Jaw Farm. The road will be open for 

half an hour at lunchtime to enable parents to collect children from Nursery. 

• There has been no update on the possibility of a zebra crossing on Main Street. Michele 

will make enquiries. 

• Double yellow lines on the junction of Kippen Road and Main Street should be being 

done soon. 

 

XI. A.O.B. 

• A resident asked if there were any plans to refurbish Fintry Primary School. Councillor 

Lambie explained that the school is not on Stirling Council’s priority list but is part of 

their rolling programme. Michele has been told that some of the woodwork will be 

replaced and painted this summer. 

• Angela asked if there was any update on the bench at the cross being reinstated. 

Councillor Lambie said that an enforcement order was in place requesting that the 

pavement be repaired. The Roads Department would need to confirm that any work 

done is of an acceptable standard. 

• A representative from the Rugby Club wanted to make Fintry Community Council aware 

of a mini-festival that will be taking place on 26th April and asked that information about 

the event be shared with the community. A lot of vehicles will be arriving but the Rugby 

Club is taking measures to alleviate congestion on the roads as much as possible. They 

have asked for Stirling Council to ensure that Fintry’s bin collection on that day takes 

place before the event begins at 11.30 a.m., the emergency services have been notified 

and volunteers will be on hand to help direct cars to parking spaces. Michele suggested 



that some cars could park at the cemetery particularly now that there is a good path 

from there to the Sports Field and agreed to send details about who to contact 

regarding this. A field at Knockraich Farm that is sometimes used for overflow parking 

when there is a wedding taking place may also be an option although this would involve 

a walk along the road. 

• The proposed changes at the Sports Centre have given rise to lots of opinions both for 

and against so a survey will be distributed to all householders in Fintry to gauge 

feelings. 

• A public Flood Forum meeting will be held on 23rd April at 7 p.m. at Fintry Primary 

School. 

• Michele thanked everyone involved in helping with the recent tree planting. 

Approximately 2,500 trees were planted altogether. 

• A resident thanked the Community Council for facilitating the tree planting and thanked 

the Fintry Inn for providing refreshments. 

• Sue mentioned the glass bottle bins in the pub car park that need emptying. It had 

been assumed that these were emptied by Stirling Council and were a community asset. 

It now seems that this is not the case and the private company who had been emptying 

them is no longer doing so. Pam said she would check with Stirling Council. 

 

XII. Correspondence 

• A letter of thanks had been received from Strathendrick District Welfare Fund for the 

donation received from the Community Council. This had enabled them to provide help 

to some families in Fintry over the Christmas period. 

• Correspondence had been received with regard to the flood monitoring camera on the 

Kippen Road. The camera only faces the Sports field to monitor the flooding there. 

 

 

XIII. Date of next meeting 

• Wednesday 13th May, 2020 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 


